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Are All PDF Documents the Same?

No, they are not. PDF documents can be created in a variety of ways. The two main methods you will commonly come across are PDFs created by an electronic source and PDFs created by scanning in paper documents. This results in a “native” PDF and a scanned PDF, respectively. This is important because the way a PDF is created has an impact on how you can interact with the PDF content later on.

What Is a Native PDF?

PDF documents created from an electronic source are known as “native” PDFs. Native PDFs are generated from digital file formats such as MS Word, or an MS Excel spreadsheet. Native PDF files have an internal structure that can be read and interpreted. These “generated” PDF documents already contain characters that have an electronic character designation. As such, conversion from such a PDF can rely on these electronic character designations and provide reliable output.

What Is a Scanned (Image) PDF?

PDF documents can also be created by scanning a paper document into an electronic format. This is done by using a scanner, or similar machine, that takes an image of a paper document and then stores this image as an electronic PDF file. A scanner does not recreate each character of every word when it creates this scanned image. Rather, it simply takes a “snapshot” of the paper document. This snapshot is then turned into a PDF document by software that is integrated with the scanner. The result is a “scanned” PDF document.

The content of a scanned PDF cannot be searched or edited. In order to search or edit a scanned PDF, OCR software is required to electronically identify each character on a page and then convert it into a useable format. Essentially, what it does is recognize and extract text from an image.

How Can I Tell Which Type of PDF I Have?

To distinguish which type of PDF file you have visually look at the text in your PDF document. Does the text look grainy? Are some letters broken? Does the page itself look like it was photocopied? If your answer to these questions is yes, then you have a scanned PDF.

If you answer to the questions above is no, then you have a native PDF.

What Is OCR (Optical Character Recognition)?

Optical Character Recognition (OCR) is a visual recognition process that turns printed or written text into an electronic character-based file. For instance, to convert a scanned PDF to Word or any other editable format, OCR software is required to analyze the “image” of each scanned in character and match it to an electronic character-based file.

A document that is scanned and converted into a PDF provides the basis for which character recognition software may interpret each character image on the PDF and assign it an electronic character-based file that can then be entered into an editable format, such as a Text, Word or Excel document.

What Are Some Common Issues for Converting Scanned PDF Files and Performing OCR?

There are issues that can affect the quality of the OCR output, such as poor image quality of the scanned document, a mixture of fonts used in the scanned documents, the italicized and underlining of fonts, all of which can blur the quality and shape of the individual characters. Because of this, it is much more difficult to ensure that the character that is “recognized” by the OCR software is the character on the scanned document.

How to Perform OCR and Convert Scanned PDF Documents?

There are a variety of PDF converter tools on the market today that can assist with OCR and scanned PDF conversion. If you’re looking to convert scanned PDFs to Word, Excel, PowerPoint, AutoCAD and other formats, a PDF suite like Able2Extract Professional can help. It contains advanced OCR technology which is used to accurately extract the information from scanned PDF files.

Here’s how to convert scanned PDF documents with Able2Extract Professional:

Step 1

In Able2Extract Professional, click on the Open icon on the main toolbar and open the scanned PDF that you want to convert.






*Note Able2Extract Professional automatically detects and performs OCR on scanned PDF documents.

Step 2 (Optional)

If you don’t want to convert the entire document, you can drag-select content you want to convert or use the selection options in the right-side panel. 






Step 3

Convert your scanned PDF to any of the supported formats (Word, Excel, AutoCAD, etc.) by clicking on the corresponding icon on the main toolbar.








		

	Want to try it yourself?

	Download a free trial and see how Able2Extract Professional handles your scanned PDF documents.

Try Free Now





    Articles


    	Able2Extract Professional
	The best Adobe® Acrobat® alternative
	Keyboard shortcuts
	How to compare any two documents



    	PDF to Excel
	The Ultimate Guide
	Convert tables only
	Get rid of headers and footers in PDF tables
	How to keep formatting when converting PDF to Excel
	How to preserve PDF table cell styles



    	PDF Conversion & Creation
	How to batch convert PDF
	How to batch create PDFs
	How to convert ANY file to Excel
	How to Convert PDF to CSV for Quickbooks
	How to Export PDF Form Data to CSV
	How to convert PDF to PowerPoint
	How to convert PDF to HTML
	Converting PDF images to JPEG
	How to convert JPEG to PDF 
	How to convert MS Publisher to PDF
	PDF to AutoCAD Guide



    	PDF Editing
	How to edit a PDF
	Create and fill PDF forms
	How to sign PDF documents
	Annotate and review PDFs
	How to insert blank pages into PDF
	How to add watermarks to PDFs
	How to add Bates Numbering to PDF



    	OCR for Scanned Documents
	Scanned PDF FAQs
	OCR software
	How to convert scanned PDFs in a different language



    	Miscellaneous
	PDF evolution
	The ultimate Excel cheatsheet
	A beginner's guide to Microsoft Office
	10 free MS Word alternatives you can use today








		


			


		
	


	
	






				
				
					
							
		Features
	PDF to Excel
	PDF to Word
	PDF to PowerPoint
	PDF to AutoCAD
	OCR Scanned PDF
	Create PDF
	PDF to JPG
	Edit PDF
	PDF Forms
	Sign PDF


	

		
		Products
	Able2Extract PRO
	Slim PDF Reader


Partners
	Affiliate Program
	Resellers


	

		
		Resources
	Blog
	How To Articles
	Case Studies
	Testimonials
	XPS Central
	Scholarship


	

		
		Keep in Touch
	Contact Support
	Contact Sales
	Facebook
	X (formerly Twitter)
	Youtube
	LinkedIn
	Pinterest


	

						

				

			

					
			
						
			

	Privacy
	Terms of Service
	Able2Extract EULA
	Uninstalling Able2Extract
	Legal Notice
	Sitemap
	Powered by Apryse


		

						
					© 2000 - 2024 Apryse Software Inc. | +1 604 200 4366 | 500-838 West Hastings Street | Vancouver, BC, Canada V6C 0A6.
All rights reserved.
				

			

		
		




	This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best possible experience.
By continuing you agree to our privacy policy.

	Close


 



					
						
			
				


	Able2Extract PRO
	Get Free Trial
	Purchase
	Free Tools
	PDF to Excel
	PDF to DWG
	OCR Scanned PDF
	PDF to Word
	PDF to HTML
	PDF to JPG
	PDF to PowerPoint
	Create PDF
	Slim PDF Reader



	Support
	Resellers
	About Us
	Contact
	Legal Information
	For Press



	Français
	Español
	Contact Sales


			

		

					
									
												Close
					
							

			
























